
Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Thursday, 1 November 2018] 

 p7707b-7708a 
Mr Ben Wyatt; Mr Dean Nalder 

 [1] 

BETTING TAX ASSESSMENT BILL 2018 
Third Reading 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Finance) [10.45 am]: I move — 
That the bill be now read a third time. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Bateman) [10.45 am]: In closing, I want to reiterate the opposition’s support for the 
Betting Tax Bill 2018 and the Betting Tax Assessment Bill 2018. A couple of things that came out of the debate were 
interesting. We support the principle of having a fair and level playing field in the industry. There is no question 
that it is appropriate we address the emergence of online gambling that is domiciled in other jurisdictions and does 
not contribute back to the industry, and to ensure that the corporate bookies are on the same level playing field. 
We support the principle of removing some of the taxation and getting a consistent taxation treatment across the 
board. We also acknowledge the return of funds back into the racing industry. That highlights a challenge going 
forward. We have done this for one gambling industry, the horseracing industry, but we have not done the same 
for other sporting bodies. A grants system is in place, but it is not a share of the revenue that is being generated. 
That is something that future governments will be forced to consider further. 
The second anomaly is that the horseracing industry may flatline and other betting across different sporting codes 
may increase, but the share that goes to the horseracing industry can continue to grow based on revenue generated 
in areas other than the horseracing industry. I find that to be an anomaly, but I acknowledge that the decision has 
been taken and we will move forward, even though it seems absurd that the horseracing industry will benefit from 
people betting on football. That is something we find a little strange and I want to acknowledge in this house that, 
although we support the bills, there are some twists that we felt could have been done better and that may need to 
be looked at again in the future. 
That said, we are supportive of the bills and we look forward to their passage through to the other house. 
I commend the government on the work it has done, despite the couple of anomalies we have raised. 
MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Minister for Finance) [10.48 am] — in reply: I thank the opposition for 
its support for the Betting Tax Bill 2018 and the Betting Tax Assessment Bill 2018. I found the discussion during 
consideration in detail to be good; I always like consideration in detail discussions. The member for Bateman is 
correct; there are some issues that, I suspect, Parliament will have to deal with over time. It will probably take 
three or four years before the revenue consequences of the split between racing gambling revenue versus sport 
gambling revenue develops into a pattern. However, the legislation has the support of the industry because it sets 
up the industry to be in a much more competitive space. The move to point-of-consumption tax is now effectively 
complete across the country, which is not surprising. I think the Leader of the Opposition made the point that 
Treasurers had this conversation when he was Treasurer. We have very rapidly gone from a country with just one 
point-of-consumption tax, in South Australia, to every jurisdiction either having one in place or, like us, moving 
to implement one. What we have done particularly well, and what other states have not done so well, I suspect, is 
to create a revenue-sharing arrangement with the industry. The member for South Perth made that point when he 
talked about what happened in Queensland, where the industry effectively went on strike. It is unusual for a racing 
industry to go on strike and it required a fairly deft response from the government in that state. 
I want to thank Racing and Wagering Western Australia and Richard Burt for leading the consultation on this 
particular point with industry. I made the point in my second reading speech that this is part of the broader 
conversation around the future of the TAB as well. This is one part of a broader package of very large reforms 
around the racing and wagering industry in Western Australia. The other part is based around the TAB and will 
come into the Parliament next year. This part has brought in the support of industry. The opposition and 
government have always said that if industry supports the outcome, this is where we will go, and that has led to 
what we now have in respect of the TAB and the point-of-consumption tax. The three codes in particular engaged 
well. I met with the codes and RWWA led that discussion. A range of meetings occurred throughout regional and 
metropolitan Western Australia to ensure that the consultation was thorough. I want to thank RWWA for leading 
that discussion and the Minister for Racing and Gaming for effectively taking that forward. We are nearly there. 
Once the TAB has been dealt with, the industry will be better positioned to compete with the dramatic increase in 
online wagering through the use of our phones. I made the point previously that in 2007—I may have the numbers 
slightly wrong—around 15 per cent of wagering took place online. That figure has now increased to over 
50 per cent. Online wagering has very quickly dominated this space, which is a story we now have to deal with in 
not just the racing and wagering space, but also many other areas of public policy. 
Again, I thank the opposition. Although the member for South Perth is not here at the moment, I acknowledge his 
contribution to the debate. Most people would accept that when it comes to putting money on the horses, he knows 
more about it than most, but he also knows the detail of how the industry has changed. I made the point last night 
that there are only 26 licensed bookmakers in Western Australia. I was surprised by that number. The member for 
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South Perth also made the point that when he first started following the nags, 40 bookmakers would turn up at the 
trots. The industry has changed and consolidated. This discussion has always required that sort of expertise and 
I certainly appreciate the input from the member for South Perth. I am very pleased, and I think industry is pleased 
as well, that we have managed to secure a broadly bipartisan position around this space. Hopefully that will secure 
the confidence of the industry in knowing that its future will probably not be dramatically affected by policy 
differences and reactions as governments change. I thank all colleagues for their support. I hope that this legislation 
and the second part of the package next year around the TAB both make their way through Parliament and are able 
to set up the industry for a strong and competitive future. 
Question put and passed. 
Bill read a third time and transmitted to the Council. 
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